
 

 
SEDUM SUPPLY AFTERCARE LIVING ROOF GUIDE - SEDUM ROOFS 
 
When choosing Sedum Supply extensive living roof systems and products, rest assured you are getting the best 
product available in the UK marketplace and we will make every effort to support your project from start to finish, 
including aftercare.  
We are often asked the question “how do I look after the roof and what do I need to do” Put simply just like an easy-
care garden at home, we say low maintenance but not no maintenance, therefore a little aftercare will help you roof 
to flourish for many years to come.  
There is a common misconception that sedum green roofs will look green and sedum plants are always green. This is 
not the case, they consist mainly of low growing, drought tolerant sedum plants of many varieties that change colour 
and appearance with the seasons. There are 8 – 10 different varieties within the sedum carpet some very similar in 
appearance to others. Not all varieties will survive in certain locations around the country for many reasons, but 
because of the vast variety the stronger and better suited plants will take over to ensure consistency across the roof 
area.  
As time passes it’s not uncommon for weed and moss to make an appearance in the sedum but due to the nature of 
design, creating a free draining and predominantly dry environment will assist the sedum to thrive and discourage the 
unwanted vegetation.  
In terms of maintenance requirements going forward, a simply yearly weed, feed and replenish is all it takes and this 
should be done at least once a year to ensure the roof stays in good condition. Obviously the longer this is left then 
the more work will be required to get the roof back to a more manageable state.  

For any further advice please call our office or email us anytime. 

GENERAL SEDUM ROOF MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES  

These practises should be carried out annually as part of a structured maintenance regime.  

Appearance –  

Vegetation on a green roof will change over the year. The growth and flowering of the individual species within the 
vegetation mix will be dependent upon fluctuations in the seasonal weather and sedum plants will not always be 
green. In the winter, sedum will become smaller and turn red/brown in colour as they prepare themselves to 
withstand the coming winter frosts. Sedum Supply Sedum Blanket contains approximately 9-12 different plant 
species. Not every species incorporated will survive and the more dominant will prevail over time dependant on 
location. General maintenance is best carried out annually during springtime. However, increasing the number of 
visits will improve the aesthetics of the roof.  

Watering -  

It’s important that all green roofs have a way of watering during prolonged periods without rain. All green roofs will 
benefit from water during droughts. Generally, sedums are much more drought tolerant than native wildflowers, but 
both will benefit from a prolonged soaking (not little and often) to prevent them from fully drying out – refer doc 
SIDHW for further advice.  

 

 
 



 
 MAINTENANCE PROCEDURE SEDUM SUPPLY EXTENSIVE GREEN ROOF SYSTEMS  
 
Basic roof related maintenance procedures.  
 
1 Ensure safe access can be gained to the roof and that relevant Health and Safety procedures are followed when 
working at roof level. Safety harness attachment points or man safe systems should always be used where provided.  
2 Remove all debris and leaves from the roof surface, rainwater outlets, chutes, gutters, etc. All debris will be 
removed from the roof and transferred to compostable waste skips or areas that have been pre-arranged prior to the 
commencement of any works.  
3 Check Outlets and open any Inspection chambers and ensure that all rainwater outlets (including down pipes) are 
free from blockages and that water can flow freely.  
4 Ensure that any protective metal flashings or termination bars remain securely fixed and in place.  
5 Check for any evidence of pests that could affect the roof in any way. 
  
Plant related maintenance tasks required.  
 
1 Plant encroachment.  
 
Remove any planting, which has encroached into drainage outlets, walkways and the vegetation barriers (pebbles), 
This removed vegetation can be used to repair any bare patches if required.  
 
2 Weeding. 
  
Remove any unwanted vegetation, e.g. weeds/ grasses/ saplings and moss These will be removed manually by hand, 
or by using a ‘spot weed wipe’, although care should be taken to follow specific instructions regarding the use of any 
proprietary products. Weeds are a problem of aesthetics rather than damaging the roof, but large areas of weed or 
grass shall be removed, as should saplings. After removal of weeds treat area as if it were a bare patch (see below).  
 
3 Repairing Bare Patches.  
 
Bare patches will be repaired using rooted clumps of Sedum from areas of abundant growth and plant into bare 
patches pressing gently into the growing medium, finishing with a light sprinkling of MC1 growing medium and 
nutrient to improve and speed up root growth.  
 
4 Resprouting Larger Areas 
  
larger patches and poor growth it’s advisable to completely top dress the whole area with fresh sedum sprout 
cuttings. Using new growing medium spread over this over all affected areas, mix a bucket of growing medium with 
30% compost, use peat free and clean compost, add the fresh cuttings and literally spread over the entire roof 
pressing them firmly down, then add the feed, simply sprinkle this over the top. All products can be supplied on 
request. Using a hose with a fine spray so as not to dislodge everything, spray the roof to saturation. For the first 
couple of weeks and if no rain in the forecast, then lightly water the roof in the mornings and late evenings following 
the water irrigation guide below.      

5 Fertiliser sedum roofs  
 
For best results apply early spring every year or 2. Use a slow start 12 – 24-month slow release Osmocote nutrient 
feed. Evenly spread over the entire area at a rate of 100gr m2 on completion of all other tasks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SEDUM IRRIGATION DURING HOT WEATHER  
 
Although sedum is a drought tolerant plant, it is not drought proof! It is more able to sustain long periods without 
water once it is well established. Newly laid sedum will require extra care if it is fitted during periods of hot weather 
and/or when no rain is forecast.  
 
Signs of Stress:  
 
Signs of stress show when the leaves start to turn from green to red; this is ok initially if the leaves are still plump and 
not shrivelled. The change in colour indicates the sedum is using its own drought coping mechanism and this is 
perfectly normal. However, if the leaves start to shrivel or patches start to appear, this is when you should reach for 
the hosepipe and sprinkler!  
Please follow one of the following regimes applicable to your roof:  
 
1/ Newly Laid Roof:  
 
Once the sedum has been laid, water thoroughly – preferably once the sun has stopped shining directly on the 
sedum.  
Water thoroughly again on day 3; then if hot temperatures and drought persists, every 4-6 days until the heat 
subsides and some natural precipitation occurs.  
 
2/ Established Green Roof: 
  
There is no need to irrigate unless your roof looks stressed. Sedum is quite happy for a month without any rain if it’s 
an established green roof although with scorching temperature as well, this timeframe will reduce. If the roof is 
showing signs of serious drought stress, water thoroughly to the point of run off and do this on alternate days for a 
week then leave the roof to recuperate.  
 
Watering Tips: 
  
Bear in mind that sedum does not like being waterlogged and soggy roots can also cause problems, so simply use 
your judgement as to how much water is needed and how often. It’s best to water in the evening then the water can 
soak in to the substrate before its evaporated by the sun. Don’t water too frequently either unless serious drought 
stress is evident, every 5-6 days in the summer is ideal, so that the substrate is nice and saturated.  
 
 
Further advice:  
Please don’t hesitate to call Sedum Supply Ltd at  enquiries@sedumsupply.co.uk  should you require further advice 
on any aspect of maintaining your green roof. 
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