
 

 

SEDUM IRRIGATION DURING HOT WEATHER 

 

Although sedum is a drought tolerant plant, it is not drought proof!  It is more able to sustain long 

periods without water once it is well established.  Newly laid sedum will require extra care if it is 

fitted during periods of hot weather and/or when no rain is forecast. 

Signs of Stress: 

Signs of stress show when the leaves start to turn from green to red; this is ok initially as long as the 

leaves are still plump and not shrivelled.  The change in colour indicates the sedum is using its own 

drought coping mechanism and this is perfectly normal.  However, if the leaves start to shrivel or 

patches start to appear, this is when you should reach for the hosepipe and sprinkler! 

Please follow one of the following regimes applicable to your roof: 

1/ Newly Laid Roof: 

Once the sedum has been laid, water thoroughly – preferably once the sun has stopped shining 

directly on the sedum.   

Water thoroughly again on day 3; then if hot temperatures and drought persists, every 4-6 days until 

the heat subsides and some natural precipitation occurs.    

2/ Established Green Roof: 

There is no need to irrigate unless your roof looks stressed.  Sedum is quite happy for a month 

without any rain if it’s an established green roof although with scorching temperature as well, this 

time-frame will reduce.  If the roof is showing signs of serious drought stress, water thoroughly to 

the point of run off and do this on alternate days for a week then leave the roof to recuperate. 

Watering Tips: 

Bear in mind that sedum does not like being waterlogged and soggy roots can also cause problems, 

so simply use your judgement as to how much water is needed and how often. It’s best to water in 

the evening then the water can soak in to the substrate before its evaporated by the sun. Don’t 

water too frequently either unless serious drought stress is evident, every 5-6 days in the summer is 

ideal, so that the substrate is nice and saturated. 

Further advice: 

Please don’t hesitate to call Sedum Supply Ltd on 01691 659618 should you require further advice 

on any aspect of maintaining your green roof. 


