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GENERAL MAINTENANCE INFORMATION 

Appearance – 
vegetation on a green roof will change throughout the year. The growth and flowering of
individual species within the vegetation mix will vary depending on seasonal weather conditions.
As a result, the roof will not always appear fully green, and some species may not be visible at
certain times of the year. 

Watering - 
Once installed water the roof thoroughly, and its  important that all green roofs have a way of
watering during prolonged periods without rain. All green roofs will benefit from water during
the dryer months. This could be provided temporarily by hand, or through an irrigation system if
roof access or the water supply location is limited.

Feeding - 
No fertiliser is needed, although in some circumstances, for example on a green roof or where
the turf is on very low fertility soil such as sand or gravel, the addition of a light dose of fertiliser
at certain times of the year may improve plant development.

There is minimal maintenance but still some maintenance required for Wildflower roofs.
Please ensure health & safety regulations for working at height are adhered to whilst
carrying out any maintenance.
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PRELIMINARY
MAINTENANCE
PROCEDURES  
The following procedures should be carried
out to ensure the roof is maintained in good
condition and to protect the validity of the
waterproofing system guarantee: 

PROCEDURES 

Once established the Wildflower Roof
requires very little maintenance,

however,
there is one important task to carry
out each autumn; to cut the plants

and remove these cuttings.

▶ This can be done by strimming and
raking or using a mower and collecting

the
cuttings. Make sure these tools are

sharp and try to minimise trafficking.
Cutting

the plants back to 1 to 2 inches (25mm
to 50mm) in length is a vital part of
their lifecycle and ensures that re-
growth will continue year on year.

▶ This should be carried out in the
autumn, ideally after the plants have

set and shed
their seed. Not only does this tidy up

the area for the winter but it stops the
senesced

summer growth from covering the
growing plant in a layer of rotting

plant material.

▶ An open sward over the winter
ensures healthy, disease-free plants
which can benefit from what light is

available to them during these
months. As the spring

approaches the wildflowers and
grasses are in the perfect position to

develop
flowers and seed heads quickly to
repeat their perennial cycle thus

guaranteeing a
wildflower meadow year after year. 

IMPORTANT! 

Ensure that relevant health and safety

procedures are followed when working at

height, this includes making sure that safe

access can be gained to the roof. It is

advised that the contractor should always

seek proof of current maintenance for any

man-safe roof access systems prior to

proceeding with any work at height.
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VEGETATION
MAINTENANCE
TASKS
Application of Fertiliser to the vegetation: As
a rule all sedum based green roofs require
feeding annually to promote strong growth in
the sedum and make them more drought
tolerant. 

Weeding 

On an established shallow wildflower green roof,

weeding is essential for maintaining biodiversity,

but it needs a gentle, targeted approach so you

don’t disturb the delicate wildflowers or shallow

substrate.

 

Repairing Bald Patches

For a wildflower green roof, either reseed directly

onto the prepared substrate or use small plug

plants. Plant into a free-draining, lightweight green

roof substrate (not standard garden compost), and

incorporate a low-nutrient, slow-release fertiliser

suitable for wildflowers. Avoid high-fertility

composts, as excessive nutrients encourage grasses

and weeds over flowering species.

Feeding

For an established wildflower green roof with

shallow (extensive) substrate, nutrient input should

be minimal and only applied where clear deficiency

is evident. These systems are intentionally designed

to operate under low-fertility conditions; nutrient

build-up can reduce species diversity and

encourage competitive grasses at the expense of

flowering species. In most cases, established

wildflower green roofs do not require routine

feeding. Over-fertilisation should be avoided, as it

promotes vigorous grass growth and diminishes

overall biodiversity.

 Irrigation for Shallow Wildflower Green Roofs

Extensive green roofs are designed to be drought

tolerant. Substrates are shallow (typically 80–

150 mm), so water drains quickly. Routine irrigation

is usually unnecessary once plants are established.

Key Principle: For an established, shallow

wildflower roof, let the plants adapt to lean, dry

conditions — only intervene with water in extreme

cases. This preserves biodiversity and keeps

maintenance low.

PLANT ENCROACHMENT

Any vegetation which has invaded into drainage
outlets, inspection chambers, walkways, and the
vegetation barriers (pebbles) should be removed.
Additional washed stoned pebbles, similar to existing
can be added if movement or settlement of the pebble
vegetation barrier has occurred. 

◼ If an irrigation system is fitted, (Not required with
sedum roofs, fitted in accordance with manufactures
instructions) it is best to run it only during prolonged
dry weather and for limited periods. 
◼ Only a relatively few species of sedum and other
plants suitable for an extensive green roof installation
will persist in partial and full shade, and they will
generally be greener in colour and grow in these
locations. 
◼ If major problems with the vegetation are
suspected, contact Sedum Supply as early as possible
sending images and all necessary information
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GENERAL
MAINTENANCE
PROCEDURES
We have joined forces with an independent
green roof maintenance company if you
require the service, please see details below.

 These experienced green roof maintenance
companies have worked closely with Sedum
Supply Ltd carrying out maintenance services
throughout mainland Britain for several years.

A typical maintenance

programme includes:

Roof evaluation - a comprehensive

review of the green roof to determine

what remedial work, if any, needs to be

completed.

Removal of weeds and unwanted items

Over time a green roof can become

congested with leaves, debris, and

other unwanted vegetation, which can

be removed. 

Inspection 

Examination of roof outlets and

removal of any encroaching vegetation

to enable water to flow freely to

rainwater pipes.

 Application of fertiliser

To help restore a green roof to its best,

an organic slow-release granular

fertiliser will encourage growth. 

Testing 

After all work has been performed, the

irrigation system will be examined to

ensure it works as expected.

WHO TO CONTACT? 

This work can be undertaken by the company
detailed below, who directly manage the
maintenance of green roofs and will cover all
aspects of the service from quotations through
to invoicing. Sedum Supply Ltd and our
preferred suppliers are committed to the
arrangement and will ensure a high standard of
expert care and advice for our customers. 

Eco Green Gardens
E – ecogreengardens@outlook.com
M – Peter 07837 698532 

mailto:ecogreengardens@outlook.com
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